The fourth and final part contains two invited commentaries. In the first one, John Pullinger, the United Kingdom's National Statistician, presents his take on the role of official statistics in statistical capacity building. He systematically discusses all relevant aspects, starting with the historical perspective, continuing with the interplay of national and global capacity building efforts, and concluding with the data revolution challenge. In the second commentary, Marleen De Smedt, Advisor to the Director-General of Eurostat, explains how Eurostat currently addresses the needs of official statistics users.
This Special Section could not have been prepared without the support of very significant people. I am much indebted to the colleagues who accepted my invitation to review submissions and profoundly thank them for their careful work and insightful contributions. Special thanks go to JOS Editors-in-Chief Ingegerd Jansson and Annica De Groote, as well as Susanna Emanuelsson from the JOS Editorial Office, for their continuous support during the entire editorial process.
I hope you will find the Special Section informative and inspirational.
